
RE-AWAKENING THE COMMUNITY FOREST ASSOCIATIONS  

One of the critical aspects about empowering a community is ex-

posure which will actually convince them that what you are trying 

to teach them is actually applicable and practical as seen in certain 

communities in other parts of the country. However, this does not 

necessarily mean taking a community group for the usual luxuri-

ous field excursion. It is supposed to be about expe-riential learn-

ing and more so about sharing of various experienc-es the differ-

ent community groups have undergone (in this con-text) their pur-

suit and quest for conservation.  

Factoring the reality above, A Rocha Kenya has been organizing 

these forums aiming to empower Community Forest Associa-tions 

around Arabuko Sokoke Forest and Dakatcha Woodland in Kilifi 

County and Ngong Hills Forest in Kajiado County. Earlier in the 

year, the Ngong Metro CFA visited Kilifi County CFAôS and the 

major highlight was the visit to the elephant hole at Ara-buko 

Sokoke swamp and a boat ride through the Mida creek that ex-

posed the group to the potential of exploring ecotourism opportu-

nities. The Kilifi County CFAs also visited and shared with their counterparts of Ngong Metro CFA in Ngong Forest in November. The 

major highlight of the experience sharing forum was when the group was taken to Kerarapon forest, still part of the extensive Ngong 

Hills Forests which acts as the source of River Sabaki also known as Athi and Galana. The forest, typical of any water tower had a re-

semblance of a rainforest characterized by chirping birds, tall, broad-leaved and gigantic trees, with small springs at the bottom, supply-

ing water to a river dependent upon by most parts of the coastal areas before it pours its waters into the Indian Ocean. These eventful 

experiences exposed the CFAôS to a whole new world of conservation.  

It has been such an influential and participatory journey since we embarked on a journey to re-awaken the CFAôS back in 2014. Below 

are what they have achieved so far;  

1. Improvement in internal management of the CFAs such as, regular meetings, record keeping and better understanding of the organi-

zational structure  

2. Conducted successful numerous advocacy initiatives such as; Com-

bating fraudulent hard-core extraction from Oloolua Forest Block- 

Ngong Metro CFA, Controlling alien species, Lantana cama-ra at 

Oloolua Forest, Stopping oil and gas exploration in Arabuko Sokoke 

Forest-Gede/Jilore and Sokoke CFAs, Raising awareness regarding 

the Forest Act (2005) and Wildlife Act (2013) around Ara-buko 

Sokoke Forest adjacent community through advocacy cam-paigns 

resulting to increased incidences of reporting illegal activities in the 

forest.  

3. Engagement of the Kilifi and Kajiado County Governments with 

the former purchasing tree seedlings, providing brick making ma-

chines, galla goats and to Gede, Sokoke, Jilore and Dakatcha CFAs  

4. Adoption of alternative sources of livelihood such as Farming 

Godôs Way- Ngong Metro CFA  
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The impacts of climate change are well known and itôs not some-
thing to smile about. Among the habitats where climate change 
has had the most impact is the ocean ecosystem especially the 
near-shore habitats which have direct benefit to millions of peo-
ple. Release of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases 
through burning of fossil fuels are causing global warming. Glob-
al warming results to increased sea surface temperature that caus-
es coral bleaching in tropical areas where coral reefs occur. Cor-
als thrive near their upper temperature tolerance and therefore 
any slight increase in temperature breaks down the symbiotic 
relationship between corals and microalgae and hence bleaching. 

Coral bleaching 
affect not only the 
corals but if it 
persists and corals 
die all the biodi-
versity depending 
on them for sur-
vival will perish. 
The Ocean plays 
a role in reducing 
the amount of 
CO2 in the atmos-
phere but this also 

comes at a cost further threatening these systems. The ocean ab-
sorbs the CO2 from the atmosphere but the increased amount of 
CO2 in the atmosphere means more is or has to be absorbed than 
the ocean can take causing ocean acidification.  

In a small town in the North coast of Kenya, Watamu, we are 

working in a small marine protected area to try to understand and 

build the resilience of the coral reefs and the communities here. 

Watamu Marine National Park is one of the oldest marine park in 

the world and was seriously impacted by the 1998  

 

FUNDRAISING FOR THE ASSETS PROGRAM 

 

ASSETS is a community programme that 
we initiated. The overall goal of Arabuko
-Sokoke Schools and Eco-tourism 
Scheme (ASSETS) is to conserve biodi-
versity and to increase benefits the local 
community receives from sustainable eco
-tourism activities in Mida Creek and 
Arabuko-Sokoke Forest.  

The programme supports local needy sec-
ondary school students living within a 
three kilometre radius of Arabuko-
Sokoke Forest or Mida Creek, with bur-
saries. Since its launch in the year 2001 
to date ï 2015, ASSETS has supported a 
total of 533 students, with 114 currently 
in school, with funds from eco-tourism 
and donations from various supporters all 
over the world. 

 

El Nino event that caused up to 80% coral loss, and has experi-
enced slow rates of recovery ever since. There was a minor 
bleaching event in 2013 which we recorded relatively good re-
covery. Some coral reefs have been reported to develop tolerance 
to thermal stress. The good recovery in 2013 could be argued that 
the corals are adapting to thermal stress but a more weighted ar-
gument could be that the thermal stress was not as intense as the 
one in 1998. Whichever scenario is correct, we are working to 
have a better understanding on this at a local level.  

Scientific predictions 

are pointing at a 

stronger El Nino event, 

that might cause 

bleaching early next 

year, we are preparing 

to monitor the bleach-

ing event within the 

protected area and sur-

rounding areas. With 

marked quadrats and 

corals that we used in 

2013, we will be going 

back to the same spots and checking the response of the corals in 

the event of bleaching. This will give us an understanding of 

whether these corals are adapting to thermal stress and which 

sites are more resilient and hence need more protection. 

We are also working with local reef users and the government 
agencies to raise awareness on coral reefs and climate change and 
influence reduction of local stressors. Our overall goal is to en-
sure everybody understands these threats and come up with ap-
propriate management strategies for continued structural and 
functional existence of the coral reefs.  

 

 

CORAL REEFS AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
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